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Harry heard, between times, when the roar of the battle was not 
so loud, and when the drum and the trumpet were still, the cries 
and the groans of the wounded: they were fearful. The battle, 
however, was won; a town was taken, and the soldiers pillaged the 
poor defenceless inhabitants, and drank, and revelled, and committed 
all kinds of disorder. 

Harry got worse and worse in his habits, and his heart grew 
harder, though he could not help, now and then, thinking of his 
widowed mother, who was then, alas ! sorrowing for her scapegrace 
of a son. Harry, at last got wounded in a charge: a shot splintered 
his right arm at the same moment that a bayonet passed through 
his shoulder. 

Harry had his shattered arm taken off in the hospital, but the 
wound in his shoulder never would heal ; and when he was sent 
home, he found that his poor mother had died of a broken heart. 
Bitterly did he repent having enlisted for a soldier! 

Harry might have prospered had he feared God, and followed 
good ways; but, instead of that, he had neglected his Bible, de- 
spised the counsels of his mother, and left an honest employment to 
enlist as a soldier ; and the consequences were, he had lost bis arm, 
he was tormented with a wound that could not be cured, he had no 
friend in the world, and was looked upon by all as an idle, worthless, 
good-for-nothing vagabond. 



REBUKE OF THE WAR-SYSTEM BY THE SECULAR PRESS. 

The following editorial remarks, taken from the Boston Courier, 
are an indignant, but well-merited rebuke of the war-system. We 
take the liberty of slightly altering the editor's caption, so as to turn 
his indignation against the custom of which he gives a specimen, 
rather than against British politicians in particular. 

"Morality of War. — It was the opinion of a practical statesman 
and sound moralist of antiquity [vide Cicero de Officiis] that public 
policy should rest upon the same basis with private morals; and to 
our common-sense apprehensions, the principle is equally clear. 
We never could understand why the immorality and wrong-doing 
which in an individual case would bring an individual to the 
gallows, should, when practised on a larger scale, exalt a nation to 
glory. We were never more forcibly struck with this reflection, 
than in reading the account of the late 'brilliant exploit' of the 
British fleet in the bombardment and destruction of St. Jean d'Acre. 
A few passages of the description are so ' graphic and interesting,' 
to copy the language of the English newspapers, that we cannot 
avoid giving them a moment's attention. 

' At half past four o'clock (how shall I describe this), as if by one consent, all firing 
ceased, and O, heavens ! what a sight ! The whole town appeared as if it was in the 
air ; so awfally grand a sight no one can describe. We saw nothing but one dense 
cloud extending thousand of yards into the air and on all sides, and then we felt an 
awful shock, which gave the line of battle ships a heel of two degrees, so that you may 
judge, from the moment of the explosion, all firing from the town ceased. I tbink we 
should never have taken it but for the explosion, which was caused by one of our shells 
bursting in their main magazine of powder, by which, to speak within bounds, two 
thousand souls were blown to atoms, besides beasts of burden of every description. 
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In all, Hie loss of the Egyptians is computed at 3000, killed and wounded. At daylight, 
what a sight was exposed to our view ! The stupendous fortification, that only twelve 
hours before could boast of being among the strongest in the world, was so riddled, we 
could not find a square foot that had not a shot. On the morning of the 4th I went 
ashore to witness the devastation ; the sight beggared alt description. The bastions 
were strewed with dead, the guns dismounted, and all sorts of havoc. I then came to- 
the spot where the explosion took place ; it has laid a space of two acres quite bare, and 
hollowed it out as if a quarry had been worked there for years. And, O, heavens I 
what a sight ! It makes my blood run cold to write it. Mangled Tiuman bodies of both 
sexes, strewed in all directions women searching for their husbands and relatives, tearing 
their hair, beating their breasts, and howling and crying most piteously- God forbid I should 
ever see the like again.' 

"And why this infernal scene of carnage, destruction and horror? 
Were these people thus ' mangled and blown to atoms,' at war with 
England ? No. Had they committed aggressions upon English 
commerce, or threatened hostilities against English subjects, or in 
any way sought to quarrel, or provoked an attack ? Nothing of the 
kind. Why then were they 'blown to atoms' by the twenty-four 
pounders and the bomb-shells of a British fleet ? Bless thy simple 
ignorance, gentle reader, — it was only a stroke of policy ! Half a 
dozen 'diplomatic' gentlemen, sitting comfortably round a sea-coal 
fire in London, after tossing over protocols and despatches, cry out 
— 'Fie on this quiet life ! We want work!' Forthwith proceeds 
from the fat slumbers of Downing street, and the gilded pomps of 
Pimlico and Windsor, an order for the British Admiral to ' interfere' 
between the Grand Turk and the Egyptian Pasha. The result is — 
a city is blown into the air, and three thousand people with whom 
no Englishman has any quarrel or hostility, are shot, burnt, mangled, 
and done to dire death, in a manner that makes even the iron nerves 
of a soldier shudder to describe. 

"However, it was a 'most brilliant and gallant affair,' as the 
English newspapers assure us; and Admiral Stopford is to have 
honors, pensions and a title for it. Much good may they do him. 
Lord dive was rewarded in the same way, if we remember right, 
for the robberies and bloodshed he perpetrated in India, by which, 
according to a vote of the House of Commons, he ' deserved the 
thanks of the country,' or something similar. But Lord Clive finished 
by cutting his own throat; for bloodshed and robbery, even when 
sanctioned by the British House of Commons, are not particularly 
serviceable in quieting a man's conscience. 

"We despise cant, on all occasions; but we cannot understand 
the morality that will justify such cold-blooded massacres in a time 
of peace. A 'stroke of policy,' forsooth! Really this blowing 
cities into the air by wholesale, is a little too bloody business for a 
'diplomatist' to do with a spirt of his pen. If people are to have 
their brains pounded out by cannon balls, and be burnt to death by 
the thousand, like rats in a hay-mow, we wish to see it done in 
fair war, as well as fair fighting." 



A good example. — One of the Congregational churches in Lowell 
devoted the proceeds of their Monthly Concert of Prayer next after 
the visit of our agent, to the cause of peace. Why should not all 
the churches in Christendom do so ? It would be good economy for 
the cause of benevolence in general ; for it would ere-long bring 
back a hundred dollars for every one thus contributed. 



